The World's Greatest Battleship!

All types of power, not just “manpower,” were required for America to truly be the “Arsenal of Democracy.”

Shown are local “Rosie the Riveters” who helped build the N8® Jersey.

The connection between the USS New Jersey (BB-62) and the
State of New Jersey goes far beyond just sharing a name.The
longest battleship in the world, and the most decorated In our
nation’s history, was launched a few miles from this spot at the
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. The builders included men and
women from New Jersey, particularly those from Camden
County. One such “Rosie the Riveter” was Lillilan Carson, a
native of nearby West Collingswood, NJ. Lilllan went to work
at the Navy Yard assuming she would be an office worker.
Instead she was sent to a vocational school to be trained as a
welder. She worked on helping to build many systems on the
battleship including “pipes for the heating systems on the ship,
and later helped weld the deck and the areas underneath the

big gun turrets.”

Lillilan Carson’s efforts, and her fellow New Jerseyans, paid off
when New Jersey slid down the ways into the Delaware River
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wife of New Jersey Governor Charles Edison, son of famous
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